
  

 
 

SECURITY ROTA 

Sun – Shloimy Reich, Hillel Tsubara  
Mon – Avi Friedlander, Yitzi Lipchits 
Tues – Chaim Friedlander, Shiale Maierovits 
Weds – Benny Friedman, Shloimy Mandelovics  
Thurs – Binyomin Friedman, Josh Margulies 
Fri – Shmuli Fruchter, Eli Meislik  

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE HEADTEACHER 
 

A couple of months again, I wrote in my column about a wonderful 
smart-thinking book I had been reading, called ‘Make Your Bed’.  I 
recently moved onto another book specifically about teaching 

called ‘What Teachers Make’. On the front cover, it describes 
teaching as ‘the greatest job in the world’. Spot on. The book itself 
is based on a work by an American poet, Taylor Mali, who rails 
against those that attempt to dumb down what teachers do. And 
what they make... 
 

Despite the oft-many challenges, the rewards for working in 
education and in our school are something I simply cannot believe 

you would find anywhere else - the boys that come to my office 
so regularly, with beaming faces, eager to show me the work they 
have done with their dedicated and hard-working teachers and be 
entered into the Golden Book. It is why I am always ready to stop 
what I am doing and the meetings I am in. Just this week, when 
meeting with one of the leaders of the Local Authority, Year 1 and 
Year 6 boys came to my door, proudly showing me their work. 
Meeting stopped, boys acknowledged and rewarded, smiles all 
round, a very impressed member of the LA central education team 
and yes, in that moment, another difference made. 
 

Good Shabbos, 
Mr. Sager 

 
 
 

    
 

  
  

 
 

  
          
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
   
 
 
                     

 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

        

  Monday 11th & Tuesday 12th December: Reception outing to Clown Town   
  Tuesday 12th – Tuesday 19th December: school finishes at 3.15pm 
 Tuesday 19th Dec: Coffee and Cream Cakes with the Head & Menahel: 9.00am 

 פרשת וישב
     3:36pm –קבלת שבת  

 4:50pm – שבת מוצאי
 (5:05pm -ר״ת)

EDUCATIONAL QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

“What do I make? I make a difference.” 
(Taylor Mali, What Teachers Make) 

 

 

 דבר תורה – פרשת וישב
 

During the famine in כנען, יעקב sent his sons to מצרים to obtain 

provisions for their family. But they were arrested and imprisoned. 

Unbeknownst to them, their captor was their long lost brother יוסף. 

While in prison, they speculated how they’d wound up in their 

precarious situation: 

ֹּאְמרּו ִאיׁש ֶאל ִמים ֲאנְַחנּו ַעלָאחִ -ַוי ָאִחינּו, ֲאֶׁשר ָרִאינּו ָצַרת נְַפׁשֹו -יו, ֲאָבל ֲאׁשֵׁ

ינּו, ְוֹלא ָׁשָמְענּו; ַעל לֵׁ ֹּאת-ְבִהְתַחנְנֹו אֵׁ ינּו, ַהָצָרה ַהז לֵׁ ן ָבָאה אֵׁ כֵׁ  – The brothers 

lamented to each other, “We are guilty! For what we did to our 

brother. We saw his suffering! He pleaded with us, and we ignored 

him. We have brought this on ourselves!” (42:21) 

But reviewing the entire episode as it unfolded, the story is simply 

about what they did to him. There is no record of יוסף saying 

anything to them, let alone pleading! 

What were they talking about? R’ Shlomo Freifeld suggests a 

frightening resolution.Vision has two aspects. There is a physical 

aspect, governed by our eyes. But there also the mental aspect, 

governed by our minds. Lacking the physical aspect will result in 

literal blindness, lacking the mental aspect will result in figurative 

blindness. But the result is the same. You do not perceive. 

In the brothers eyes, יוסף was trouble, and he had to go. It was 

settled in their minds. They were single-mindedly focused solely 

on the task at hand of exiling יוסף. As the story unfolded in their 

minds eye, he was an object to be removed. 

But is there any doubt that a third-party observer to this traumatic 

episode would have witnessed the victim crying and pleading? But 

the תורה records the story from the actor’s perspective. Powerful 

emotions had dulled their sensitivity. Caught up in the heat of the 

moment, he hadn’t made a sound in their eyes. 

Only in hindsight, sitting in jail years later, could they take stock 

of the terrible ordeal as it truly happened. 

It’s scary because our minds corrupt our vision to conform to our 

biases. Your eyes are useless when your mind is blind. 
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PARDES HOUSE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Message from the Menahel 
 

Dear Parents & Children  לאי"ט,  
 

We have put our corridor displays on hold until the beginning of 

next term because boys are very busy building their מנורות for our 

 must be מנורות Competition’. Please remember that all מנורה‘

submitted by next Thursday – the latest. 

A gentle reminder to parents and children – Sundays and cheder 

days are serious learning days and all children must attend – all 

intended absences must be cleared by the office. 
 

Have a wonderful שבת and a א פרייליכען און א ליסטיגען חנוכה! 

The Menahel 
 

 

Rota Request! 
 

Looking to join a 

rota in the Shirehall 

area. Please contact 

07853721787 It would be most appreciated if parents and boys who Suri 

Dubiner taught would contribute something (even a few lines) in 

writing to be part of a small book in her honour, brought out in 

time for the Hakamas Hamatzeiva. These could include warm 

memories, sentiments of hakaras hatov and demonstrations of the 

wonderful and inspirational person and teacher that she was. 

Please send all submissions to bookforsuri@gmail.com by 22nd 

December. This effort would be much appreciated by her family! 
 

 Please send all submissions to bookforsuri@gmail.com by the 22nd of 

December. This effort would be much appreciated by her family! 
LETTERS TODA Y  

Letter for Year 4 – Miss Lewis’s class 
Letter for whole school re. meetings 
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with Children 
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**** BOOK WEEK **** 


