
  

 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE HEADTEACHER 
 

A פרייליכען חנוכה! Some wonderful מנורות on display this week, 
demonstrating some real creativity from families and individual boys. 
The Menahel will have a hard time picking his winner. I particularly 

liked the מנורה in the shape of our school with sticks of TNT dynamite 
attached - not sure if there is a hidden message there?! 
 

On Wednesday I took a group of boys to the SAGE home in Golders 
Green to provide some חנוכה entertainment for the residents. The 

boys sang a number of songs and really engaged with the residents in 
a delightful manner. This was an important piece of informal education 

and gave the boys some first-hand experience of ביקור חולים and 
respect for the elderly. The boys gave the school a very good name 

while we were there and we will return again on ט״ו בשבט. My thanks 
to Miss Gershuni for arranging the trip for me. 
 

Finally, the School Comparison Tables for the 25,000+ state primary 

schools in the country was released this week. I am delighted to report 
that our school performed highly favourably when compared with 
other Jewish schools. This, as always, is down to the huge amount of 
hard work from so many people here. Well done everyone once again. 
 

Last newsletter of the term coming up next Thursday, along with the 

‘Spring Term Important Dates’ sheet for your diaries. 
 

Good Shabbos, 
Mr Sager  

 
 

    
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
   
 
 
                     
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

“Great is the human who has not lost his 

childlike heart.” 
 

 
 

 

 Newsletter תלמוד תורה פרדס
 15th December 2017  – כ"ז כסלו תשע"ח

Monday 18th– Wednesday 20th December: school finishes 
at 3.15pm 
Terms ends on Thursday 21st December at 1.40pm        

PARDES HOUSE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

מקץ   פרשת   
 שבת חנוכה

    3:35pm –קבלת שבת 
 4:50pm– שבת מוצאי
 (5:05pm -ר״ת)

The ימים טובים are extensively detailed, earning their own 

books in the גמ' . All of them, except חנוכה.  

The מדרש also states an opinion that when all the Yidden are 

back in ארץ ישראל, with a בית המקדש השלישי, the ימים טובים may 

not be observed the way they are today – except פורים and 

 s essential purpose, and why is it not’חנוכה What is .חנוכה

clearly stated anywhere? 

Rav Hutner explains that חנוכה and פורים were not direct 

interventions from 'ה; they were events instigated by humans 

reaching out. At a time when tyranny sought to purge 

Yiddishkeit of what made it Jewish, a select few stood up to 

fight for spirituality and the תורה בעל פה. 

At its core, the תורה is what binds us to 'ה, it is the place from 

where our commitment stems from. The nature of  בעל פהתורה  

is that largely unwritten. What is written is terse in style, and 

only a guideline for exploring larger topics. It is primarily learnt 

by word of mouth; it needs to be discussed to explore it fully. It 

reflects the underlying commitment – it is all-encompassing. 

The חנוכה story was about people willing to make the ultimate 

sacrifice to show the value of the principle of commitment to 

'ה . People are needed to uphold the covenant, or there isn’t 

one. This is why חנוכה cannot have been fully explained. This 

explanation doesn’t do it justice; it can’t. The bigger picture of 

dedication trumps everything. 

The factual circumstances of the story reflect the spiritual 

circumstances; the little bit of unadulterated oil left was the 

few remaining unadulterated Yidden. That so little oil lasted so 

long was the few Yidden commitment being sufficient to 

reignite everyone else’s flame. 

Hence חנוכה was the last of the ימים טובים to be established. 

With it, גלות is not the end. No matter the odds, a handful of 

good people can turn it around in a heartbeat. חז"ל say that 

 .gave the power to rescue light from darkness חנוכה

Darkness, and it’s corollary, forgetfulness, are setbacks that 

set the stage for comebacks. תורה, the instrument of our 

commitment, is practiced and studied, to develop and 

strengthen the relationship. All sincere discussion is תורה, 

even an incorrect opinion. גלות, the darkness of the unknown, 

can be faced with such an ability in our arsenal. 

It speaks volumes that the יום טוב is called חנוכה, from the 

word חינוך, education. It is not called “Martyrdom”, or 

“Sacrifice”. Because it is about education. In a mechanical 

world, there can be free choice of commitment. Note how the 

 is always performed to its highest standard; no מנורה of מצוה

one does the basic מצוה of one candle per house – everyone 

lights progressively more. Excellence is the standard for such 

an important theme. 

 was the final piece of the jigsaw that lets us choose to חנוכה

be resolute; able to withstand crushing circumstances. 

 

A Message from the Menahel 
 

Dear Parents & Children  לאי"ט,  

As you know, initially, school was cancelled this past Monday because 

of the inclement weather. Without being asked, Rebbe Roitenbarg 

 so that בתי מדרשות organised learning sessions in Golders Green שליט"א

our Year 3-6 boys could pass the time learning the הייליגע תורה. Rebbes 

Feiner, Segal & Freillich were prepared to supervise these sessions.  

In the end, there was school but this shows the amazing ‘מסירות נפש’ of 

our rebbes ‘להגדיל תורה ולהדירה’! My sincere thanks to Rebbe Roitenbarg 

and all the Rebbes willing to give of their time for our precious תלמידים. 

Staff and boys alike are amazed at the wide selection of original נורותמ  

that boys have brought in for our ‘מנורה Competition’. The winner (or 

winners) will IY’H be announced at the assembly this coming Monday.  

Have a lovely שבת and a א פרייליכען און א ליסטיגען חנוכה! 
 

The Menahel 
 

 

SECURITY ROTA 

Sun – Pinny Reuben, Nosson Vogel  

Mon- Shmully Frydenson, Naftali Melehi 

Tue- Yechiel Meir Fuksman, Moishe Menczer 

Wed- Shloimy Gabay, Shloimy Mendelsohn  

Thurs- Motti Galpert, Roni Meshulam  

 

 

 



 

Menorah Competition 
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Trip to SAGE Residential Home! 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

http://hddfhm.com/clip-art/animated-menorah-clipart.html
http://hddfhm.com/clip-art/animated-menorah-clipart.html

