
  

 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE HEADTEACHER 
 

Welcome to my last column of the term. I won’t describe this as having 
been a busy term; it is always busy and exciting in our school! It certainly 
finished as it started though – special events, smiling boys, educational 
successes and so much more happening on the ground as we try and 
make the boys’ learning experience better and better every term. 
 

This week saw our Spelling Bee Autumn Term finals take place. I want to 
say well done, not just to our winners but to the boys that came second, 
third, the other finalists and indeed to all our pupils for the improvements 
we have seen in the boys’ spelling this term and since we started the 
Spelling Bee last year.   Last year’s Spelling Bee was generously sponsored 
by Kosher Kingdom. This year’s event does not yet have a sponsor so if 
you know anyone interested in sponsoring a term or the year-long event, 
please do get in touch. 
 

I can tell you that the boys had a lovely time in school during חנוכה – 
menorah-making contest, doughnut-jamming, visit to the SAGE home and 
of course, our fantastic concert with the amazing Eitan Freilich last Friday 
morning. The boys listened, joined in and danced so nicely. It was 

wonderful to see and hear the רוח from over 320 Pardes boys in the hall. 
 

I wish you all a good break and we look forward already to a new school 
term, when we all return at 8.45am on Tuesday 2nd January 2018. 

 

Good Shabbos, 
Mr Sager 

    
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
   
 
 
                     
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Cheder times: 
Friday – 9.30-11.00 

Sunday & Monday – 9.30-12.30 
Tuesday 9.30-11.00 

 

School starts: Tuesday 2nd January at 8.45am 

ויגש   פרשת   
    3:38pm –קבלת שבת 

 4:53pm– שבת מוצאי
 (5:08pm -ר״ת)

EDUCATIONAL QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

“When all seems lost, try and try again.” 
 
 

 

The מדרש teaches that when a person arrives in שמים, he is put 

on trial to account for how he spent his life. The experience is 

said to be as mortifying and humiliating as when יוסף revealed 

himself to his brothers. 

The dramatic way the story unfolds is instructive. 

 and imprisoned him, to בנימין planted stolen property on יוסף

determine if his brothers had changed over the years. יהודה 

stepped forward to persuade their captor with a heart-rending 

plea on behalf of their old father, that to return home without 

his youngest son would be the death of him. יהודה begged him 

that out of mercy to their elderly father, he would release בנימין. 

Seeing how they would stick up for each other, יוסף knew that 

things were different. This was the moment to reveal his true 

identity: 

ֹּתֹו ִכי  ֹּאֶמר יֹוֵסף ֶאל ֶאָחיו ֲאנִי יֹוֵסף ַהעֹוד ָאִבי ָחי ְוֹלא יְָכלּו ֶאָחיו ַלֲענֹות א ַוי

וסףי –נְִבֲהלּו ִמָפנָיו   said to his brothers, “It is I, יוסף. Is my father 

still alive?” But his brothers could not answer because they 

were so shocked. 

His brothers were talking about their obviously living father 

moments ago. What was his question? 

The בית הלוי explains that this was rhetoric picking up on their 

new found concern for their poor old father. This completely 

ironic question is heartrending. “Is he not my father too? 

Didn’t you think of his pain then? Is he only alive to you now 

that you are the victim?” 

With such a turn of events, of course were shocked into 

silence. Not just because of the surprise, but because he was 

completely correct. They were hypocrites! 

What happens next shows the calibre of the men this story is 

about. Without a hint of malice, he simply embraced them all. 

This is what the מדרש is about. 

It is worth noting that until the point he revealed himself, יוסף 

was a threat, and they were dangerous too. שמעון and לוי were 

known killers!  יוסף sent out all his staff, risking his life, rather 

than humiliate them any more than necessary, 

The story is a paradigm for how to mend a broken relationship. 

It is comprehensive but concise when delivered, and accepted 

when received. 

We all have relationship struggles for far less. Which could be 

mended with a few well-chosen words? 
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PARDES HOUSE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

SECURITY ROTA 
Sun - Ushi Rosenbaum, Ariel Wasyng  
Mon – Avrumi Rosenberg, Naftuli Weinberger  
Tues – Zevi Rosenblum, Avi Weissbraun  

 

A Message from the Menahel 
 

Dear Parents & Children  לאי"ט,  

We have reached the end of term and ב"ה staff, children and parents are already 

noticing the inroads we are making towards raising Kodesh standards and the 

profile of Kodesh throughout the school. With Hashem’s help we will go ‘ מחיל

 !and will continue to work hard to return our school to its former glory ’אל חיל

Everyone was amazed at the number of מנורות brought in for our competition. It 

was clear that children (and families) put in tremendous effort into creating 

  !’that were truly a ‘feast for the eye מנורות

Unfortunately, we were only able to award three winners; this in no way 

minimises our pride and appreciation for everyone’s hard work. 

The winners are:   

First Prize: Family Mozes (Azi in Reception and Benny in Y4) for their 

‘playdough-doughnut menorah’ 

Second Prize: Avrumi Cutler (Y1) for his ‘painted bottle menorah’ 

Third Prize: Family Ackerman (Chaim in Y1, Yehudah Dovid in Y4 and Yaakov 

Pesach in Y6) for their ‘Rebbe Menorah’ 

In last week’s message, I neglected to thank Mr Sager for coming into school to 

shovel the snow and clear the ice early one morning, the week before. We all 

sincerely appreciate Mr Sager’s devotion to our school and תלמידים. 

Have a lovely שבת and a good break! 
 

The Menahel 

 

Rota Requests: 

Looking for KS1 boy to join a rota 

in Brookside Road area. Please 

contact 07581233884 
 

Looking for or to join rota in 
Shirehall Lane. Please contact 

07853721787 
 

Looking to join rota Golders Green 
area please contact 07809155170 
 

Looking for someone to join KS1 

rota in Woodstock Road area. 

Please contact 07813408389 

 

 

 
Letters Coming Home Today 

1. Important dates 
2. Minutes from Coffee and Creamcakes 

with the  Headteacher and Menahel 
3. Letter re. Shema Koli 


