
  

 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE HEADTEACHER 
 

At the start of this term we welcomed Mrs Shoshi Marks to the school 
and into a new and very important position. Mrs Marks has joined our 

SEN team as our new Interventions Specialist. She joins us after 
many years in a similar position in another Jewish school.  
 

With our ever-expanding school roll and the increased demands being 
placed on staff and SEN, this is an important and significant 
investment by the school and we very much look forward to Mrs 
Marks playing a key role in our continued and increasing success.  
And there’s more... 
 

I am delighted that we were recently asked to host Mrs Rita Levi, 
Deputy Headteacher at Hertsmere Jewish Primary School. Mrs Levi is 
currently spending a couple of weeks in our school working on a 
project as part of her qualification to become a Headteacher. The 
interventions project she is working on with us and with our SEN team 
and teachers will serve to help her in her qualification and has already 
been a boon for us. We have appreciated her professional input and 
the opportunity to share ideas and successes with each other. 

 

Good Shabbos, 

Mr Sager  
 

 

    
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
   
 
 
                     
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

         

וארא   פרשת   
 שבת מברכין שבט

    pm 4:00 –קבלת שבת 
    5:14pm– שבת מוצאי (5:31pm -ר״ת)

EDUCATIONAL QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

“Every student can learn, just not on the same day, or 
in the same way”.   (Professor George Evans) 
 

 

 Newsletter תלמוד תורה פרדס
 12th January 2018  – כ"ה' טבת תשע"ח

PARDES HOUSE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

 דבר תורה פרשת וארא

Throughout the story of מצרים, we find that פרעה’s heart is hardened, 

after which he resisted overtures to release the Yidden. How could 

 ?have his free will compromised פרעה

The question of פרעה’s free will is based on the presumption that 

Hashem hardened it – but this is not entirely accurate The וספורנ  

explains that there are two verbs used in relation to  כבד –פרעה , 

heaviness, and חזק, strength. Being described as חזק, strong, is not a 

bad thing by any stretch! A careful reading will show that – for the 

first seven מכות – all uses of כבד are in reference to פרעה acting in such 

a way. Where Hashem is acting directly, there is only חיזוק – Hashem 

gave him the strength to continue – but why? 

To understand what the story is truly about, ask yourself, what was 

the point of it all? To obliterate the מצריים? Or to extract the Yidden? 

Both events happened, but lots of other things happened too. ניסים are 

always as simple as possible, so why the extravagance of מכות that 

didn’t produce free Yidden or defeated מצריים? Why extend the 

 s suffering.  Hashem is very clear why, but it slips right under’מצריים

the radar. Hashem explicitly states the purpose of what is to come to 

 מכה foreshadowing the first ,משה

 –ל, ִמּתֹוָכם יְִשָראֵ -ְבנֵי-ִמְצָריִם; ְוהֹוֵצאִתי ֶאת-יִָדי ַעל-ֲאנִי ה, ִבנְטִֹתי ֶאת-ְויְָדעּו ִמְצַריִם ִכי

 will know that I am the Lord, when I stretch my my hand over מצרים

 and extract the Yidden from among them. (7:17) ,מצרים

Hashem announces that this is about making something known. 

Consider that Hashem’s power to this point was entirely unknown. 

What ניסים had been performed that more than ten people saw? People 

knew about the God of their fathers, but there had never been 

“outstretched hand” type ניסים in history – yet. מצרים – and the world – 

would know soon enough 

This is why פרעה needed the חיזוק – he could not release the Yidden 

because of the beating מצרים was taking; he could not give in for the 

wrong reasons. He needed חיזוק as he grew to understand the nature of 

what he was up against.But after the 7th מכה, the task is seemingly 

complete; פרעה concedes, completely: 

יְִשַלח ַפְרעֹה, ַויְִקָרא ְלמֶֹשה ּוְלַאֲהרֹן, ַויֹאֶמר ֲאֵלֶהם, ָחָטאִתי ַהָפַעם: ה, ַהַצִדיק, ַוֲאנִי ְוַעִמי, 

תִֹספּון  ה, ְוַרב, ִמְהיֹת קֹֹלת ֱאֹלִהים ּוָבָרד; ַוֲאַשְלָחה ֶאְתֶכם, ְוֹלא-ָהְרָשִעים. ַהְעִּתירּו, ֶאל

פרעה –ַלֲעמֹד   sent for משה and אהרן, and said to them, “Now I have 

sinned. Hashem is righteous; my people and I are guilty. Beseech 

Hashem, and bring an end to this fiery hail; I will release you, you 

will be here no more…” (9:27,28). מצרים now knows, but the 

education is not complete. The subject changes subtly: 

ַשְמִּתי -אֹתַֹתי, ֲאֶשר-ִבנְָך, ֵאת ֲאֶשר ִהְתַעַלְלִּתי ְבִמְצַריִם, ְוֶאת-ּוְלַמַען ְּתַסֵפר ְבָאזְנֵי ִבנְָך ּוֶבן

ֲאנִי ה-ָבם; ִויַדְעֶּתם, ִכי  – So that you tell over to your sons and daughters, 

how I toyed with מצרים, with my wonders that I placed in them, and 

you will know that I am the Lord. (10:2 

Now it is about the Yidden. The Yidden needed to understand what 

Hashem would do for them. A generation of slaves could scarcely 

fathom what was taking place – see the troubles they gave משה even 

after all this – Hashem wanted to show His care to the Yidden. 

This is where stubbornness comes in. Once פרעה concedes and 

submits, he needed stubbornness to resist anew. This had nothing to 

do with free will – מצרים’s understanding is not referred to again.  

This is ִבנְָך-ּוְלַמַען ְּתַסֵפר ְבָאזְנֵי ִבנְָך ּוֶבן  – for us to internalise how 

incredible the events were, how much Hashem did and does for us. 

Rota Request 

Looking to join 

rota in Hendon 

area for two 

boys. Please 

contact 

07949170950 

To Rebbe Freichlich on the birth of a granddaughter! 

To USHI BRODIE on being appointed Head Boy 

To CHAIM FRIEDLANDER on being appointed Deputy Head Boy 

To all the new Prefects 

A Message from the Menahel 
 

Dear Parents & Children לאי"ט,  

We have ב"ה started the term with a bang! All classes are utilising ‘ לשון

 ’ידיעות כללית‘ and our new ,פסוקים to analyse and translate ’התורה
curriculum is up and running.  

Our ‘קריאה נעימה’ textbooks have arrived and we will be starting this 

exciting קריאה curriculum in the next few weeks אי"ה. 

Our corridor display is well underway. Many thanks to Rebbe Segal for 

organising this and to all the boys that are contributing to the display. 
 

Have a wonderful שבת! 
 

The Menahel 
 
 

 

Security Rota 
Sun – Daniel Rubin, Yossi Werjuka  

Mon – Binyamin Nassim, Avrumi Steinberg 

Tues – Shalom Nessim, Sruli Stern 

Weds – Natanel Netzer, Sruli Sternlicht  

Thurs – Gadi Noimark, Sruli Stimler  

Fri – Moishi Ortzel, Dudi Strom 

RECYCLING 
We attach a very important letter to this week’s 

newsletter regarding RECYCLING. We urge you 

to read this letter and support both the school and 

world at large.   Thank you. 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 KEY STAGE 1  

 TOY WORKSHOP   
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


