
 
 

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE HEADTEACHER 
 

There aren’t enough nurses in England…  
There aren’t enough teachers in England...  
We read and hear these things in the news all the time.   
I was one of a handful of Headteachers representing Barnet at a 

schools’ recruitment fair on Wednesday evening this week, the 

aim of which was to show off our school and talk about why Barnet 
is a great place to live and work in. Barely anyone turned up and us 
Heads mostly ended up chatting with each other about the joys of 
being a Headteacher!  
 

Recruitment is a challenge in itself but as with the nurses, so many 
teachers are leaving the profession, often within 3 years. I would like 
to think that at Pardes House we have created an environment 
where teachers enjoy coming to work, enjoy working with each 
other, enjoy teaching our boys and are always ready to embrace the 

daily challenges!    Thank you teachers of Pardes House! 
 

Good Shabbos, 
Mr Sager 

 
 

 

    
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
   
 
 
                     
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

“So often you find that the students you’re trying 
to inspire are the ones that end up inspiring you”  
(Sean Junkins) 
 

 

בא  פרשת   
    4:11pm –קבלת שבת 

 5:24pm– שבת מוצאי
 (5:42pm -ר״ת)

פרשת בא –דבר תורה                          
In the early phases of משה and אהרן’s mission, they were 'ה’s 

agents to פרעה. But at some point, they had to become agents 

of the Yidden as well. That is the point of the first  ראש  –מצוה

 .the New Moon ,חודש
 

Rav Hirsch teaches the deep symbolism that belies the מצוה, 

far beyond a calculation of the calendar dates. 

 literally means “beginning of renewals”. There ראש חודש

were signs and miracles to try and persuade the מצריים, and 

there would be a perpetual sign for the Yidden as well.  ראש

 was to be the recurring sign that would call for ever חודש

fresh rejuvenation out of the night and darkness, immunising 

the people from the corruption they’d find themselves 

immersed in, from מצרים to everywhere else. 
 

The procedure for calling it is human-centric – it requires 

multiple witnesses, and multiple judges to form a court. For 

simple declarations, one of each is enough, but more is 

required for cases concerning relationships. ראש חודש is not 

an astronomical phenomenon; it is solely dependent on 

human criteria. It is the court as representatives of the Yidden 

that decide when it is or is not ראש חודש. 
 

The ימים טובים are all based on when ראש חודש is. ראש חודש is 

called a מועד, which means a designated meeting time. The 

 and the ה' are designated times for a meeting between מועדים

Yidden. The meeting is voluntary between both sides, which 

is the timing is only general, with latitude on our part; the 

meeting will be by mutual choice. 
 

It is for this reason that this is the first מצוה communicated to 

the Yidden as a whole; the מצוה that binds the relationship 

between the Yidden, משה, and ה' . 
 

The natural phenomena are not the reason. Rather, as each 

time the moon reunites with the sun, receiving new light, the 

Yidden too can find their way back, no matter where they 

may be, or what darkness they find themselves in. The 

natural phenomena are the symbol. 
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PARDES HOUSE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

A Message from the Menahel 
 

Dear Parents & Children לאי"ט, 

As you know, we recently introduced a new ‘ידיעות כלליות’ curriculum for 

all year groups. This curriculum is designed to provide the boys with a 

wide range of Kodesh general knowledge. By the time pupils finish Year 

6 they will אי"ה have much of this knowledge on their fingertips. 

It is important that ‘ידיעות כלליות’ be followed up at home. Parents – please 

remind your son to bring home his ‘ידיעות כלליות’ sheets every week and 

quiz him as much as you can. Also, please ask your son about his ‘ ידיעות

 test marks every week. It is important that the boys see that parents ’כללית

are taking an active interest in this. 

Similarly, חומש is now taught throughout the school with the aid of our 

 programme. I would like to remind all boys to get into the ’לשון התורה‘

habit of deciphering חומש words according to their שורשים and שימושים. 

Parents – please support your children with this. This will אי"ה go a long 

way to providing our תלמידים with the tools they need to translate and 

learn on their own. 

Have a very peaceful, enjoyable שבת! 
 

The Menahel 
 

Security Rota 
Sun – Eytan Rubenstein, Zvi Werjuka 

Mon – Sruli Ostreicher, Myer Strom 

Tues – Akiva Pakter, Rafi Strom 

Weds – Moishe Papa, Yitzi Strom 

Thurs – Davy Pappenheim, Yeshaya Sturgess 

Fri – Ari Pels, Lael Tam 

 

 

Well done to all boys from years 4, 5 & 6 for putting so much 

energy into selling raffle tickets, especially to YUDA SANGER & 
NOSSON PERL who both sold over 20 books each! With grateful 
thanks to our generous sponsors of the raffle prizes: 
ISARA, DE-BLING, DYNASTY, CAPPEL CRAETIONS, LITTLE ME, 
THE TABLECLOTH SHOP and STUDIO LUXE 

Grandparents Day: Wednesday 7th February 
(flyer attached to newsletter) 

LETTERS THIS WEEK 
Grandparents Day Flyer 

Tu Bishvat 



 

 

 

 

 
 

                      lands at Pardes House… 

 

Our weekly assemblies regularly have a theme on British Values or significant 
events and dates in British history. Last Friday, Mr Sager’s friend, British Airways 
Senior First Officer, Andrew Zucker came in to give an assembly to all pupils about 
the Boeing 747 (the 47th anniversary of its first flight being last Friday).  

Mr Zucker delivered an entertaining assembly, talking through the many photos 
he had taken before, during and after a flight to Los Angeles on the 747. He also 
took some incisive questions from our pupils (including giving an excellent 
response to Tuli’s question re. his having time to daven if he is piloting the plane!).  

As a surprise, Mr Zucker showed 
the boys videos from the cockpit 
of his 747 during take-off at 
Heathrow and landing in Los 
Angeles. The sound of the 
engines reverberated through 
the hall and on touchdown, all 
the boys applauded as if it was 
a real flight! 

Senior First Officer Zucker, 
currently a pilot for the 787 
Dreamliner also presented 
British Airways pilot ‘wings’ to 
our ‘pupils of the week’ as an 
additional reward for efforts in 
their studies. 
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