
 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE HEAD TEACHER 
 

Do we teach to test? Absolutely not. At Pardes House, we aim to strike 
a balance between meeting the boys’ academic needs, while at the same 
time, providing the rich, diverse curriculum and school experience that 
our boys so enjoy.  
 

It is a tough challenge striking that balance but we do it and the 
appreciation I have for my staff’s efforts cannot be understated. The 
impact of all those efforts come to a head over the next five weeks with 
a series of important pupil assessments across the school: Year 1 Phonics 
in mid-June, Years 3-5 assessments, Year 2 SATs but the most crucial and 
summative of all, the Year 6 SATs next week, the culmination of the boys’ 
learning across their time at Pardes House.  
 

It is not just about SATs though - we look at the whole picture and what 
our boys have become through their time in our school. Yet, the value of 
the SATs to the boys, the school and the government, who of course 
provide State funding for our Chol education, cannot be ignored either. 
 

Our Year 6 have worked incredibly hard with their teachers this year. We 
know they will do us proud and we look forward to celebrating with them 

further down the line.    Boys, success has a simple formula - be brave, 
do you best, aim for the stars, take everything you have learned into 
the tests with you and dare yourself to win! 
 

Good Shabbos, 
Mr Sager 

 

 

 

     
 

  
  

 
 

 
          
  

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
   
 
 
                     
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

        

בהר בחוקותי   פרשת  
    pm 8:24 –קבלת שבת 

 9:45pm– שבת מוצאי
 (9:55pm -ר״ת)

EDUCATIONAL QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Special one for Year 6… 

‘I came, I saw, I conquered’ 
(Julius Caeser) 

 

 דבר תורה – פרשת בהר בחוקותי
 

The רמב"ן says that שמיטה and the יובל cycle are fundamental מצות. 

Something is lost on us today – slavery has mostly vanished from 

earth, and שמיטה and יובל have long been missing large chunks of 

their key הלכות for thousands of years.  

Consider the fact that when the רמב"ן classified it as fundamental, 

 hadn’t been properly marked for centuries. What about it is יובל

fundamental when the laws associated with it seems so antiquated, 

archaic, and arguably irrelevant? 

The פני יהושע explains that יובל is not just a time when slaves go free 

– it is a יום טוב that celebrates freedom and liberty. The שפת אמת 

notes that the nation was born by being liberated from the crucible 

of מצרים.  

After millennia of exiles, restrictions on movement, bans, pogroms, 

genocide, and general oppression, society has developed to give all 

people human and civil rights; Yidden can now practice Yiddishkeit 

relatively freely, to the extent that younger people today have little 

idea of what not being free means. While progress is undoubtedly a 

good thing, we must be vigilant not to take our rights for granted.  

One of the ברכות said daily is שלא עשני עבד – perhaps this alludes the 

principle that we do not take our unprecedented liberties for 

granted. 

 was dedicated to displaying our gratitude that we are always יובל

able to serve 'ה – indicated by the שופר being blown. It becomes 

abundantly clear why it is classified a foundational מצוה; freedom is 

a wonderful thing that we are very grateful for. But moreover, 

perhaps it shows that even under oppression, slavery, and exile, we 

are nonetheless subjugated exclusively to 'ה.  

The נשמה always remains free. 
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A Message From The Menahel 
 

The past two weeks have been extra exciting for both Year 4 classes who 
have finished  ז –פרקים ה  to סיומים and had wonderful מסכת ברכות - 
celebrate! Our Reception boys have reached a very special milestone 
and have started learning חומש in preparation for their חומש סעודה בשטו"מ! 
 

I would like to thank all of the parents that attended our workshop ‘Open 
Your Eyes’ on Tuesday evening. It was gratifying for me to see that so 
many parents gave of their time to attend this important event.  
 

On a less pleasant note, I was very disappointed to see that some boys 
did not come to school on Bank Holiday. Please remember that things 
are changing in our school; attendance on Bank Holidays and Cheder 
days is obligatory and exceptions will be made only in extenuating 
circumstances.  
 

We are very much looking forward to next week, especially because we will 
having a special visitor on Monday בני ברק –ודקה ראש ישיבת סלאב הרה"ג ר' משה הילל  ,
 הירש שליט"א
 

Have a very enjoyable שבת! 
 

The Menahel 
 

 

Security Rota 
 

Sun – Rafi Smus, Aaron Bokobza 
Mon – Dovis Dominitz, Chayim Konigshofer  

Tues – Yossi Drachman, Eli Korbl  
Weds – Hillel Deblinger, Ashi Kraus  

Thurs – Shmuli Ebert, Shloime Krawczynski 
Fri – Moishe Eder, Ari Krawczynski 

 

 

 

Monday 14th – Thursday 17th May: Year 6 SATs Week 
Friday 18th May: School finishes at 1.30pm for Shavuos 

Tuesday 22nd May: school starts at 9.30am for everyone! 

!!!SAVE THE DATE!!! 

(Wednesday 16th May)  
M@P annual pre Shavuos cake sale. 

A fabulous selection of milky and parev desserts and 

cakes! If you are able to make something please  

call Esther on 07530415476  
 
 Rota Request 

Looking for one boy to join a KS1 rota in the 
Brookisde Road area from September. Please 

contact 07986150776 

 Competition חומש
 

Key Stage 1 

Question: In the פסוק of אם בחקתי תלכו where is  תורה שבכתב –מרומז and תורה שבעל פה? 
 

Key Stage 2 
Question: If 2 people are in the desert and there is enough water for only one to 

survive, should the one with the water share it with the other?  


