
 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE HEAD TEACHER 
 

What an exciting week at Pardes House!...  
 

The week began with ‘I teach, You teach’ across the school on 
Monday afternoon and what a success it was. The logic of this 
activity was that the act of teaching something to someone else 
sticks in your brain better than anything else.  
 

The boys in Years 4-6 loved the opportunity to develop their own 
skills in order to teach others. Having learnt about new types of 
poetry, they planned for and then worked with boys in Year 1-3 in 
small groups - teaching them, supporting them, helping them and 
guiding them. Some really good work was produced and I had 
numerous younger boys coming to my office with older boys for 
the Golden Book, all with big smiles; was lovely to see this.  
 

The younger boys enjoyed being taught by older pupils and the 
older pupils enjoyed the responsibility, demonstrated great 
patience and reflected afterwards that they now knew some of 
what their teachers went through every day and the constant 
effort we make for them. A great success and something we will 
continue in our school.  
 

Then there was the 9-foot beanstalk  (photos to come next 
week) that ‘suddenly appeared’ on the roof of the school on 
Wednesday morning along with a glittery ladder, grappling hook 
and ropes dangling down the sided of the building!  
 

After many questions from pupils about what was going on, the 
boys found out in class that this was in fact the basis for our next 
whole-school Big Write event.  
 

Every class got involved, planning and writing their stories with 
their teachers, drafting, redrafting, final copies all being written 
this week and next. We look forward to seeing the final versions 
produced by each year class, which will also demonstrate the 
progress in developing writing skills across the school and through 
the year groups.  
 

My thanks to Ms Zrihen for sourcing for props and to the teachers 
for the work they are doing with the children on this. My thanks 
also to the parents, security guards and staff who all worked with 
me getting the props up on the roof on Tuesday afternoon and 
early Wednesday morning. 
 

Good Shabbos, 
Mr Sager 
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   חקת פרשת
    pm 9:06 –קבלת שבת 

 10:38pm– שבת מוצאי
 (10:46pm -ר״ת)

 דבר תורה – פרשת חקת
 

When explaining the principle underlying the  רש"י  פרה אדומה  

states that parties may taunt the Jews about the תורה and its 

reasoning, to which the response is simply that ה’ decreed it; 

we have no right to challenge it. It is חק. This indicates that 

there is no true reason for the  פרה אדומה; it is a microcosm of 

our faith and trust in ה’. 

But י”רש  goes on to quote ר' משה הדרשן that it atones for the חטא 

of the עגל הזהב. Which is it? 

The ביכורי אברהם and קהילת יצחק teach that all explanations for 

the   אדומהפרה  ultimately conclude that it atones for the  עגל

 .precisely because of the fact it has no essential reason ;הזהב

The חטא of the עגל הזהב was that the Jews threw off the yoke of 

heaven and cast aside their duties. The equal and opposite 

would be to take on something unquestioningly. Thus, the 

explanations by י”רש  operate together; we don’t really know 

the reason for the  פרה אדומה, which is precisely why it atones 

for עגל הזהב. 

The פנים יפות notes that the גמ' in ברכות states that recalling a 

previous אחט  draws new attention to it, and it comes under 

scrutiny again in Heaven to some degree. This is potentially 

why parties inquire what the  פרה אדומה is for. Since it is 

because of the עגל הזהב; we answer that it is an unknowable חק. 

R’ Chaim of Alexander notes that the תורה says the word ֵלאמֹר 

– “to say”, with regard to the  פרה אדומה, twice, because there 

are two things to say: 

 Hashem said to Moshe and – ַויְַדֵבר הֹ ֶאל מֶֹשה ְוֶאל ַאֲהרֹן ֵלאמֹר

Ahron to say… 

מֹרזֹאת ֻחַקת ַהּתֹוָרה ֲאֶשר ִצָוה הֹ ֵלא  – These are the decrees of the 

 …that Hashem commanded; to say תורה

It is not the same thing said each time, because there are two 

answers. If enemies and miscreants ask, it’s a חק.  

If R’ Moshe HaDarshan asks, then there is a great reason! 
    

Good Shabbos! 

EDUCATIONAL QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
‘Teachers make lightning strike over and over 
again..’   (Taylor Mali, What do teachers make?) 

Security Rota 
Sunday- Sruli Stern, Binyomin Cernega 

Monday- Aharon Garson, Rafi Miller 

Tuesday- Dovid Gilbert, Elimelech Misul 

Wednesday- Michael Glass, Yissocher Moller 

Thursday- Berach Glejser, Tzvi Moore 

Friday- Danny Goldstein, Eli Mordfield 

 Newsletter תלמוד תורה פרדס
  22nd  June 2018  –   ט' תמוז תשע"ח

PARDES HOUSE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Monday 25th June – Friday 26th June: 
Year 6 Residential Trip 

Friday 29th June:  
Instruments Concert 

 

Pirchim Update 
Year 4 & 5 Hendon area will be announced by text. 
Year 5, Cranbourne area is at Gross, 20 Parkway not Family Bak 
Year 6, The Drive area is at Steinberg, not Family Springer 
Year 6, Cranbourne area is at Heitner, 21 Templars Gdns 
Year 6, Brookside & Hendon area will be announced by text. 

Photos on following pages 
Reception Chumash Seudah 

Year 6 Enterprise Project presentations 
I teach, You teach! 

 

‘Teachers make lightning strike 
over and over again..’   (Taylor 

Mali, What do teachers make?) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception Chumash Seudah 

Year 6 Enterprise Project presentations 

For the third year in a row, Year 6 have become entrepreneurs 
in their own rights.    Having been placed in groups at random, 
the boys planned, designed and created products for sale. 
Investment to produce was required though.  
Hence our boys preparing marketing presentations for two 
community businessmen, including video adverts, costings, 
sales prices and samples.   The two businessmen challenged 
the boys, probing their products and costings and overall were 
very impressed by what they saw.  
They have now invested a significant amount of money in the 
Year 6 businesses and the boys will soon get started on 
preparing product for sale at the Enterprise Fair on Thursday 
5th July – open to the whole school for one afternoon only! 



 

 

 ‘I teach, You teach!’ 


